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of its re-echoing qualities, has added immensely to the importance
and popularity of the monument. Here even the faintest whisper
is re-echoed from one end to the other, while a loud sound is
answered many times over with equal force and clearness. The
high platform in the centre of the chamber floor supports the tomb-
stones of six graves which lie beneath in the vault. The wooden
canopy on this platform indicates beneath it the tomb of the
King, while other tombs in the group belong to his two wives, his
mistress (the famous Sinhalese Rambha), his daughter and his
grandson.

In general appearance the building below the dome is a cube of
immense dimensions, each of its four corners running up like
octagonal towers surmounted by a dome of proportionate size. A
stone cornice supported on imposing brackets once fringed the top
of the walls on all four sides. Because of their relatively meagre
proportions the numerous windows and doorways in this monument
appear insignificant in the vast expanse of the wall area in which
they open.

This colossal structure of rare characteristics, widely known as
Gol Gumbaz, was re-furnished with the whole of its missing cornice
over its front face some twenty years ago in exact imitation of its
original features, while only lately the whole outer surface of its
vast dome, which had begun to show signs of decay, has been com-
pletely renovated by means of cement spraying. Other monu-
ments worthy of note at Bijapur are the Mehtar Mahal, remarkable
for the exquisite carving of the brackets and balconies of its windows
and the slender conical shape of its minarets; Taj Bavdi (Baoli), a
great reservoir made greater by the splendid architectural setting
provided by a long arched corridor on either side of its main
entrance and by the flights of steps descending to the level of the
water from open platforms on two of its sides; and the unfinished